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Legacies of Catalogue Descriptions and Curatorial Voice: 
Opportunities for Digital Scholarship
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• A 12-month collaboration between the Sussex Humanities Lab, the British Library, and 
Yale University Library

• Funded under the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) “UK-US Collaboration 
for Digital Scholarship in Cultural Institutions: Partnership Development Grants” scheme. 

• Computational, critical, and curatorial analysis of collection catalogues (e.g. examining 
free-text descriptions of photographs in the BL collection)

• Combines corpus linguistic methods and archival research to characterise curatorial 
“voice”

• Develops sectoral capability in digital scholarship through co-produced training materials 
and workshops (delivered online due to Covid-19). 

• Half-day training event on 16th December (see the project website).

https://cataloguelegacies.github.io/

https://cataloguelegacies.github.io/
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Living with Machines

https://www.bl.uk/projects/living-with-machines
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/bldigital/living-with-machines
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• A collaborative project between the Alan Turing 
Institute, academics at UK universities and the 
British Library. 

• The project launched its first crowdsourcing 
tasks in late 2019, asking contributors to 
identify accidents reported in 19th century 
newspapers.

• As a next step, the project is launching more 
‘language’-related tasks.

• They plan to produce more datasets, more 
tutorials and to share what they’ve learned. 

https://www.bl.uk/projects/living-with-machines
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OCR/HTR
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• Arabic and Bengali OCR/HTR 
datasets were made available on 
the BL repository

• Two Centuries of Indian Print used 
Transkribus to OCR a series of 
books using the Bangla trained 
model

• Bengali books into Wikisource with 
side-by-side view of transcriptions

• 2021 competition partnership with 
Bengali Wikisource community to 
improve OCR

• Export transcriptions to create 
open dataset and searchable books 
online

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Two_Centuries_of_Indian_Print

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Two_Centuries_of_Indian_Print
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Digital Comics Collaborative Doctoral Students
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Digital comics in the UK are at the cutting-edge of how 
imaginative, immediate and emotionally engaging stories can 
be told in the 21st Century. 

Two BL Collaborative Doctoral Students researching different 
aspects relating to the creation, production, consumption, 
value and collecting of UK digital comics:

• Linda Berube, “Understanding UK digital comics 
information and publishing practices: From creation to 
consumption,” City, University of London, supervised by Ian 
Cooke

• Thomas Gebhart, “Collecting UK Digital Comics: Social, 
cultural and technological factors for cultural institutions”, 
University of the Arts, supervised by Stella Wisdom

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2020/08/not-just-for-kids-uk-digital-comics-
from-creation-to-consumption.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2020/06/marginal-voices-in-uk-digital-
comics.html

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2020/08/not-just-for-kids-uk-digital-comics-from-creation-to-consumption.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2020/06/marginal-voices-in-uk-digital-comics.html


www.bl.uk

Computing for Cultural Heritage PGCert

The British Library and 
partners Birkbeck University and The 
National Archives have been awarded 
£222,420 in funding by the Institute 
of Coding (IoC) to co-develop a one-
year part-time postgraduate 
Certificate (PGCert), Computing for 
Cultural Heritage, as part of a £4.8M 
University skills drive.
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• We held an Institute of Coding funded trial at Birkbeck, University of London, of a new 
one-year part-time Master’s level Postgraduate Certificate framework in computing 
aimed at information professionals working in the cultural heritage

• sector.

• From deploying simple scripts for everyday tasks, to developing tools for analysing 
collections data, the British Library and The National Archives explored different ways 
to meet demand for such skills.

• This trial explored a model whereby cultural heritage professionals could gain crucial 
computational skills, immediately relevant to their roles, while earning a formal 
qualification in computer science, with the express support of their institution. 

• A cohort of 20 staff from British Library (12) and The National Archives in the UK (8), 
undertook two newly designed modules at Birkbeck University as part of the trial.

A final module, Analytic Tools for Information Professionals, is currently under 
development and will be launched as part of the full Applied Data Science 
Postgraduate Certificate starting in January 2021. 

https://www.bl.uk/projects/computingculturalheritage

http://www.bbk.ac.uk/
https://instituteofcoding.org/news/new-stories/2019/02/institute-of-coding-launches-4-8-million-university-skills-drive/
https://www.dcs.bbk.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/pgcert-in-applied-data-science/
https://www.bl.uk/projects/computingculturalheritage
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Digital Scholarship Training Programme Online

• Library Carpentry Workshops

• March 2020. A series of four workshops introducing the 
basics of carpentry.

• Hack & Yack: Bitsy (with Ash Green)

• June 2020. Creating digital interactive narratives in Bitsy – a 
free, web-based tool.

• 21st Century Curatorship Talks: The World of Wikimedia

• July 2020. A series of four talks introducing Wikimedia, the 
projects within it, and how it works with galleries, libraries, 
archives and museums.

• Digital Scholarship Reading Group: Decolonial AI (Shakir
Mohamed, Marie-Therese Png, William Isaac)

• December 2020. This paper explores the important role of 
critical science, and in particular of post-colonial and 
decolonial theories, in understanding and shaping the 
ongoing advances in artificial intelligence.
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We have hosted 48 events to date

With 1,091 overall attendees

Reaching 343 colleagues across 42 teams
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https://www.bl.uk/projects/digital-scholarship-training-programme

https://www.bl.uk/projects/digital-scholarship-training-programme
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World of Wikimedia and Wikimedia Wednesdays Talks and 
Training Sessions for BL Staff
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During 2020, in collaboration with Wikimedia UK, we 
ran a programme of four online talks and five training 
sessions for BL staff to raise awareness and 
understanding of the Wikimedia family of platforms, 
including Wikisource and Wikidata. 

Training Sessions:
1. Getting Started with Wikipedia
2. Contributing to Wikimedia Commons
3. Transcribing and Translating with Wikisource
4. Hack & Yack Wikipedia edit-a-thon session
5. Working with Wikidata and an Introduction to 

SPARQL

Looking ahead to 2021, there are plans to host a new 
British Library Wikimedian-in-Residence who will 
collaborate with Library colleagues to increase 
engagement with the Wikimedia community.

Screengrab from An Introduction to the World of Wikimedia with Stuart Prior (08/07/2020)

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2020/07/world-of-wikimedia.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2020/09/hiring-a-new-wikimedian-in-residence.html

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2020/07/world-of-wikimedia.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2020/09/hiring-a-new-wikimedian-in-residence.html
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Web: http://www.bl.uk/subjects/digital-scholarship

Blog: http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/digital-scholarship/

E-mail: digitalresearch@bl.uk

Twitter: @BL_DigiSchol

Get in touch!

http://www.bl.uk/subjects/digital-scholarship
http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/digital-scholarship/
mailto:digitalresearch@bl.uk
https://twitter.com/bl_digischol?lang=en

