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Baking in Better Catalogue Data: Enhancing the Microsoft 
Books/British Library 19th Century Catalogue Metadata 
for Researchers of the Future. (Research, Teaching / 
Learning) 
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Names of entrants: Sara Wingate Gray 

Affiliation/Organisation/Company: University College London 

 

URL: Some example records now added to the BL online catalogue: 

 
http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014879786 

http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014831386 

http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014829910 

Summary: This project set about enabling students, through training in Open Refine, to produce 

curated datasets on subjects such as: War, Operas, Playscripts (c. 4,500 records) extracted from 
the Microsoft Books/BL 19th Century collection original dataset (c.50,000 records), including 
cleaning and reformatting of the original data and supplying additional metadata to enrich the  final 
curated datasets. 

http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014879786
http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014831386
http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014829910
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Abstract: Students created datasets from BL catalogue metadata which represented the cleaning, 

refining and enrichment of 4,050 BL records. This enabled FAST headings 
(https://www.oclc.org/research/themes/data-science/fast.html) to be added to the BL catalogue for 
topical, geographical and form/genre terms, based on the themes of the students’ datasets: for 
example, for two drama-related datasets produced by student groups, form headings for playscripts, 
operas, etc. have been added and for the “War” group topical terms for specific wars and battles 
were able to be added to the BL catalogue entries. 

Research Question: This project set about cleaning and curating BL catalogue metadata to 

improve its accuracy and detail for the benefit of future researchers. 

How does your project showcase British Library digital content? 

The project entirely used the MS Books/BL 19th C texts metadata.  

Some example records in the BL online catalogue, now updated with student data include: 

http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014879786 

http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014831386 

http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014829910 

Adding FAST headings, based on student group metadata cleaning and enhancement should help 
to make the records more discoverable. 

What was your approach (methodology)? 

Data cleaning and refining was conducted using Open Refine software, with academic research part 
of the data enrichment process to properly identify records in the context of their topic base (e.g. 
19th Wars). 

Did you face any challenges, and if so how did you overcome them? 

Challenges student groups faced mainly included getting to grips with understanding data cleaning 
processes and how to select appropriate subjects within the framework of the 19th MS Books 
collection. Open Refine software was another challenge faced by students in terms of learning new 
software from scratch. 

Impact your project has made 

We envisage the main impact of this project to be the future use of the metadata set to inform and 
aid researchers in their use of the Microsoft Books/BL 19th Century collection of texts. The practical 
impact of the curated data is that it provides pre-filtered access to specific subjects, e.g. 19th century 
wars, 19th century opera, 19th century plays. This will be helpful in locating titles about such topics, 
for example, or other more simple searches that researchers will now be able to perform. At the 
same time, the dataset can be used for complex analysis. For instance, research may look at the 
perspectives of specific performances or specific wars, asking questions such as: how did the 
sentiment of audiences change throughout the 19th century in relation to popular opera or theatre? 
Is a change in sentiment detectable in relation to texts about war based on a text’s country of 
publication? To answer these questions, the curated metadata can be filtered by location of 
publication and of referenced location, then the book identifiers used to match the relevant titles to 
their full texts in the British Library archive, and the texts can be analysed independently. The value 
of such subject related metadata is primarily in its role as a viewfinder for future analysis. In addition, 
the particular value of this curated dataset is that future researchers may be able to use it in the 
analysis of international points of view. 

http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014879786
http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014831386
http://explore.bl.uk/BLVU1:LSCOP-ALL:BLL01014829910
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Background information of submitter (or team) 

Undergraduate students worked in small groups (c.4-5 members) to curate and clean topic-based 
datasets. Most students came to the project with no data curation or data refining experience, and 
produced their work after Open Refine training on site at the BL. 


