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Drawings inspired by the Sound Archive Wildlife 
Recordings (Artistic, Lock Down) 

Names of entrants: Viv Youell 

Affiliation/Organisation/Company: Community volunteer artist, Pharmacist at Barnet, Enfield and 
Haringey Mental Health Trust 

Job title(s): Artist, Writer, singer-songwriter 

 

URL: https://m.facebook.com/groups/200304921403430?view=info&refid=18&ref=group_browse 

Abstract: As part of research for a drawing project which would be promoted through an online 

drawing trees and nature group I was inspired to draw from the sound archive and include the sound 
trace for dramatic impact. 

This draws themes together as a former singer songwriter interested in sound and the effect on 
emotion and to enhance dramatic impact. I have reflected on how can this be captured visually. The 
difference between a photograph and a drawing is the time taken to produce a drawing allows for 
an experiential element which becomes incorporated in the drawing itself and in the memory of how 
it was produced. 

Research Question: In February 2020 I had to cancel my drawing group due to coronavirus and 

I moved the group online just prior to the UK Lockdown in March 2020. This allowed me to expand 
the scope of the group further and include different types of images and links that group members 
might find inspiring during lockdown.  

The problem was finding material for people to engage with at their own pace and to keep a variety 
of different angles and approaches to nature and to drawing for the different abilities and 
backgrounds of people who may want to participate 

St Ann’s Redevelopment Trust (StART) www.startharingey.co.uk 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/200304921403430?view=info&refid=18&ref=group_browse
http://www.startharingey.co.uk/
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How does your project showcase British Library digital content? 

As part of my research for material for the  I came across a Twitter piece about the sound recording 
archive. I was also participating in a separate drawing group and needed to find inspiration from 
nature for a personal project 

Whilst browsing I came across the Grey Wolf recording in the Wildlife Sound Archive  

https://sounds.bl.uk/Environment/Listen-to-Nature/022M-LISTNAT00047-0001V0 

What was your approach (methodology)? 

I found the recording gripping and this propelled me to draw a grey wolf whilst listening to the 
recording whilst feeling  dramatically moved by the ethereal wildness of the wolf call. In the drawing 
process I  used a reference image which I looked at but did not look at the paper I was drawing on. 
It was an immersive  and experimental experience and as such I decided to include a drawing of 
the sound recording file as it appears on the website.  

After this piece I did another of a Crested Tit with the same technique. 

Did you face any challenges, and if so how did you overcome them? 

My own project to keep drawing from the archive has been limited to the time available as I have 
kept working full time as a pharmacist but this has allowed reflection. 

When we can all meet in person again, one project I envisage is to run a session with the older 
adults group  birds and animals with the sound archive and reference as inspiration. 

Impact your project has made 

The project was showcased on my Twitter account and to share the link to the sound archives. This 
was seen by the communications team who used this in the #WildlifeWednesday promotion for 
Halloween and also further in a Case Study. 

The drawing and experience was posted on the online drawing group, Start Drawing Trees and 
Nature to inspire others 

https://m.facebook.com/groups/200304921403430?view=info&refid=18&ref=group_browse 

Background information of submitter (or team) 

As a community volunteer I was running a trees and nature drawing group on the grounds of a 
derelict Victorian Hospital which has many rare trees in a tranquil location. This was to encourage 
engagement with StART, a community group interested in the ethical redevelopment of the grounds, 
and also to bring locals, staff and patients of the hospital together in the grounds to learn about 
nature through experiential observation, to draw and to enjoy the environment before 
redevelopment. 

I also offered drawing nature groups to the hospital outpatients with restricted mobility bringing wood 
and plants to draw inside. 
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