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Visualizing Space (Research, Artistic, Community, 
Teaching / Learning, Jupyter Notebooks, Anti-Racism, 
Lock down) 

Names of entrants: Tara McDarby 

Affiliation/Organisation/Company: ISKO UK 

Job title(s): Researcher 

 

URL: http://www.visualizingdata.co.uk 

Summary: Using a classifier, I identify the empty spaces in datasets where the collection has been 

built on a narrow and eurocentric understanding of the domain. 

Abstract: Using python, I build a classifier to understand the concepts used to build the collection. 

I create a contour map visualisation of the results and then use Seaborn as an additional 
visualisation tool. Once the data has been plotted on to the map,  I measure the distance between 
each data point. The distances represent a space that is identifiable but unacknowledged and this 
process aims to identify the space and dimensions between the data points and what could lie within 
them. 

Research Question: How we fail to acknowledge empty spaces and what it is they really 

represent for those who have to navigate their way around the space they present conceptually to 
society. 

How does your project showcase British Library digital content? 

I have used a dataset from the British Library collection. The dataset is 'Books divided by Genre 
from the Digitised 19th century books dataset' https://bl.iro.bl.uk/work/ns/ff82a4ff-12a3-4abe-8108-
2c9b1172ccc4 

http://www.visualizingdata.co.uk/
https://bl.iro.bl.uk/work/ns/ff82a4ff-12a3-4abe-8108-2c9b1172ccc4
https://bl.iro.bl.uk/work/ns/ff82a4ff-12a3-4abe-8108-2c9b1172ccc4
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I have also used Jupyter notebooks for the python code and Seaborn for the visualisations. 

What was your approach (methodology)? 

I am interested in ethics and the philosphy of information. It is my view that we can approach 
datasets from an ethical perspective once we look at what they omit and why. 

Did you face any challenges, and if so how did you overcome them? 

Learning python was an obstacle as it did not come instinctively to me. Another problem to overcome 
was trying to retain the particular idea that I wanted the tools to help me highlight whilst learning the 
tools and which ones best suited my goals. 

Impact your project has made 

I hope to present a paper on  my work at a conference in London next year. 

Background information of submitter (or team) 

I have presented a python class meetup. 

 


