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The Unlocking Our Sound Heritage (UOSH) Artist-in-
Residence at the British Library. 

Name of Submitter: 

Sue Davies (nominating someone else) 

Key People:  

Chandan Mahal, Andrea Zara and Amanda House 

Reasons for Award: 

AWATE, a rapper from Eritrea and raised in Camden, was appointed as the UOSH Artist-in-
Residence in 2019.   During his residency he created a new piece of music using the digitised audio 
archives.  This composition drew on the work he did during the residency, e.g. researching the 
collections, giving presentations to staff, working with two youth music groups and organising a 
public event in the BL foyer where he and two other rap artists sampled a 1908 music hall song from 
the archives. 

"The Unearthed Odyssey" is the new piece of music AWATE created by merging contemporary hip-
hop production techniques with digitised audio archives (music and spoken word recordings).   This 
new composition explored the subject of immigration and displaced communities.  The premier was 
due to take place onsite at the British Library during March 2020 but was cancelled to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  AWATE worked with the British Library to deliver an online performance in August 2020.  
The journalist and storyteller Kieran Yates interviewed AWATE before the piece was played for a 
audience of 140 people.  

https://www.bl.uk/events/everybody-loves-me-a-live-hip-hop-sampling , https://www.bl.uk/case-
studies/awate-the-unearthed-odyssey and   https://www.bl.uk/projects/artist-in-residence-uosh 

AWATE used the digitised collection in new ways and his involvement brought the British Library, 
the audio archives and the UOSH project to new audiences.  His thoughtful and creative approach 
was invigorating.  The feedback from the public was very positive, for instance one participant at the 
premier in August 2020 said;  

“Modern, relevant, multicultural - good to see remixing of archival material. This is culture as a living, 
breathing thing!” 

Many members of BL staff were involved during the residency, including those from the learning, 
events, technical and curatorial teams.   The people I am nominating were key in enabling AWATE's 
work to flourish.  They had the vision, organised the work, shared their knowledge and assisted 
AWATE with rights clearance.   

The residency was part of the UOSH project which is funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  
One of the aims of UOSH is to engage new audience in sound heritage and this residency achieved 
this. 

Work Start: September 2019 Work End: August 2020 

 


